282

the credibility of our forecasts. Thus, the development of objective
confidence limits for climate sensitivity estimates (e.g., Katz, 1982)
is an important task for climate modelers*

Our Panel discussed at length some dissenting inferences of the
magnitude of C028s effect on climate.  I believe that our report
fairly assessed these assertions and put them in proper perspective
with respect to other research.

In summary, the conclusions of our study appear to remain valid.
Man-made increases of CC>2 and other trace gases in the atmosphere may .
be reasonably expected to change climate significantly within the
lifetimes of a large fraction of the worldfs inhabitants who are alive
today.  (According to Ausubel and Stoto, 1981, 40% of the current
population will still be alive 50 years hence.) The change will be
large and rapid? it will be greater in global terms than any natural
climate changes that civilized man has yet experienced, although, as
Schelling observes in Chapter 9 of this report, far less than the
climate changes mankind has voluntarily undertaken through migration.
We have some general notions of how the climate change will be dis-
tributed across the face of the Earth. In particular, there are
indications of dryer and hotter summers for some already overheated and
underwatered regions of our country, but these are as yet a very
uncertain basis for decision making. There is a good prospect that
further research can slowly sharpen and validate our predictive tools
to give us more useful answers (see C02/Climate Review Panel, 1982,
pp. 48-50).
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